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metaphysical ideas and expressions (Systeme,
vol. L p. 110). Defining characteristics of sys-
tems ftof truth, the temporary and the eternal,
the progress of doctrines,, their final destruction,
anarchy in the world of opinion and in the
world of morals, implying by contrast rule and
authority, the possible and tho impossible, the
contingent and tho necessary, the strength and
weakness of habits, freedom or compulsion in
their progress, tho essential and the nou-essen-
tial in the circumstances of human life, ease and
difficulty in mental changes, the pulling down of
systems of thought by force, and their recon-
struction, a true and a false future, the propping
up of vain hopes by tho aid of popular im-
pulses, all are condensed into a few lines. No
sentence of the school-men could be more
densely charged, even to excess, with meta-
physical ideas, than tho first sentences taken,
quite at hazard, from M. Comtek own works.

Astronomy is the one science, where wo have
a right to claim, sonic evidence for this supposed
law." Unlike Sociology and Biology, or oven
Ohomistry, it is held to have reached already
its positive stage. It began, wo are told, with
a superstitious astrology, which peopled the sun,
moon, and stars, with separate divine powers,
tho heathen deities. In time these superstitions